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means of salol, naphthol, or benzo-naphthol is an impossi-
bility. He adds that their decomposition in the intestines is
far from being a constant occurrence, for they frequently
accumulate or are voided unchanged. Dr. Bardet does not,
however, deny that favourable results are sometimes yielded
by the method, but he is certain that the usual explanation
of this action is not the true one.

The Sanitary Condition of the French Army in Madagascar.
The M6decine Moderne states that according to a letter

addressed from Madagascar on Oct. 10th, to the .Tablettes
des Deux Charentes, the sanitary condition of the expedi-
tionary force for the entire campaign was at that date
as follows : deaths, 4000 ; in hospital, 6000 ; unfit for service
(&eacute;clop&eacute;s-lame), 3000. This left 2000 men fit for service out
of a total of 15,000. But is there not some exaggeration
in these figures ?

Dec. 10th.

BERLIN.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Army Medical School.
THE centenary of the Army Medical School (Friedrich

Wilhelms-Institut) was celebrated with great display on
Dec. 2nd. A case of small-pox having occurred on the

premises, it was considered inadvisable to conduct the
ceremonial proceedings therp, and they accordingly took

place in the great hall of the University, where the leading
army and naval surgeons and many old pupils assembled
from every part of the empire. Prince Frederick Leopold,
represented the Emperor, and delegates of the Government,
the University, and the army were also present. The

opening speech was delivered by General Staff - Surgeon
Dr. von Coler, the chief medical officer of the army,
who pointed out that the kings of Prussia, and at a later
period the emperors of Germany, always attached much

importance to a well-trained army medical staff, and he then
gave a short historical account of the medical service of the
army. The results of recent improvements in practical
surgery had been conspicuously shown during the last wars,
but the development of practical hygiene was not less im-
portant. By improving the hygienic conditions of the army
the amount of invaliding had been reduced by 42 per cent.
since 1868, and the mortality by not less than 57
per cent. The lives of 2000 soldiers had, in fact,
been saved by hygienic measures ; for the deaths
in 1894 were 2000 fewer than they must have been
if the rate of mortality had been the same as in 1868.
Following Dr. von Coler the Minister of Public Instruction con-
gratulated the Army Medical Staff, saying that medical
science in general was much indebted to them, since men like
Professor Virchow, the late Professor Helmholtz, and others
had been pupils of the Army Medical School and had begun
life as army surgeons. The Rector of the University and
the Dean of the Medical Faculty then spoke on behalf of
their respective corporations. Finally, the Minister of War,
General Brousart, read an imperial order, by which the
Army Medical School was henceforth to be called the Emperor
William Army Medical Academy. A reorganisation of it is
also contemplated, details of which will, in course of time,
be published by the War Office.

The Training of Military Surgeons.
The German method of training military surgeons is quite

different from the British system, according to which all
candidates for the medical service of the army are already
duly qualified practitioners and in possession of a degree or
diploma before their special military training is commenced.
In Germany, on the other hand, the young men enter the
Army Medical School at the beginning of their period of
study ; they board in the college free of charge, receive an
allowance, and are trained in the University at the expense
of the War Office. For every year they have been in the
college they are obliged to serve two years in the Army
Medical Staff. Although these students are under military
jurisdiction-and, in fact, are military men-they wear no
uniform whatever ar.d possess almost the same academical
freedom from restraint as the civilian students, attending
together with them the lectures of the professors of the

University, fulfilling the same curriculum, and passing
th  same examinations; they, however, may not choose
their lectures or professors at their own discretion, but
must attend where they are ordered. Besides the lectures

at the University, additional courses are held for them in the
college by the army medical officers on duty there, and during

the final stage of their study instruction in military surgery
and medicine is given by special military teachers. The
college has the largest medical library in Germany, containing
more than 50,000 volumes, good laboratories, and collections
for the exclusive use of the students. After having taken
their degrees and qualifications the pupils are appointed as,
army medical officers. But there are further advantages in
store for them ; the offices of clerk and dresser in the Charite.

. 

Hospital are exclusively reserved for the pupils of the Army
Medical School, and according to the regulations of this

: 

hospital the majority of the assistant physicians and surgeons
: must be army medical officers. The cause of this singular rule
’ is twofold-namely, that the Army Medical School existed

long before the University was founded, and that the Charlt6
Hospital was originally of a purely military character. The

great preponderance of the Army Medical Staff in the Charit&eacute;
Hospital and some other medical institutions belonging to
the Government has always been regarded with some anxiety
by the other members of the profession, and the military
medical students are not universally liked by the civilian
students, who complain that they are excluded by them
from many of the better appointments.

, Employment of Army Medical Officers i-rt Civ’tl Hospitals.
; Since the above was written the medical profession has
; again been surprised by an announcement in the lay press
: relative to the employment of army medical officers. Accord-
. ing to the plans of the Government a number of them will
[ henceforth be appointed as assistants in several university

and municipal hospitals, not only in Berlin, but also in the
provincial towns. They will, as a rule, hold their appoint-

; ments for six or twelve months, and will then be replaced by
a new series. Arrangements have already been made by the
Government with the boards and chief medical officers of
some hospitals, and a large number of them are said to be
very favourable to the innovation. The hospital boards win
in this way save the salaries hitherto paid to their civilian

J assistant medical officers, as, of course, the Government
will bear the expense of the new scheme. The army medical

, authorities, in explanation of their action, declare that the
- surgical training of the army medical staff is of supreme
y importance, especially in time of war, and that the military
,. hospitals do not afford sufficient opportunity for surgical
7 practice. This may be perfectly true, but the civilian

, population also has a just claim to the services of well-
s trained civilian surgeons. The number of hospital appoint-

ments in this country is very small, and only a few medical
, 

men are fortunate enough to be selected for them. If a por-
tion of the appointments be reserved for army medical men

1 the interests of the civilian profession will undoubtedly
suffer, and it seems highly desirable that the legal advisers

g of the provincial medical boards (Aerztekamoiern) should give
their views on this question.

I Primary Actinomycosis of the Lungs.
f Dr. Heusser, of Davos, Switzerland, has recorded in
’ the Berliner -Klinise7ze Wochenschrift a case of primary

actinomycosis of the lungs. In November, 1894, there
r 

was sent to him by Professor Lichtheim of Konigsberg as 
lady who had fallen ill in April with all the symptoms of

’ acute pleurisy. She had been in hospital under the care of
Professor Lichtheim, and paracentesis was performed, by
which 600 c.c. of serous fluid were drawn off, but the fever

e nevertheless continued. In the expectoration, which was
1 scanty, no tubercle bacilli could be found. The patient was
y first sent home to the country, where she was expected to re-
r cover, and afterwards to Davos. There a slight infiltration of
. the right upper lobe and a cavity in the right lower lobe were
e diagnosed. In the expectoration, however, to the surprise
f of the physician in charge, instead of Koch’s bacilli, typical
n actinomycetes were discovered. Although at first the
e case seemed to be hopeless the general state of the
e patient eventually improved. The fever very soon dis-

y appeared, the patient’s weight increased 7’7 kilos. (= 17 lb.),
y and the infiltration of the lungs became apparently less.
o Nevertheless, actinomyces fungi, together with numerous

streptococci, were still found at the time of her departure
g from Davos. It has for a long time been said that the
e climate of Davos is favourable to the arrest of tuberculosis,
g and according to Dr. Heusser this case seems to prove that it
Ie also tends to check the development of actinomycosis. He

hopes that a residence on the mountain may be beneficial in
s cases of actinomycosis in other parts of the body.


